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The undersigned certifies and swears that he/she has just and resonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named Defendant gommitted the,following violation of law.

The Person taken into custody . . .

[ committed the below acts in my presence. [J was cbserved by

who told
thathe/she sawithe arrested person committ the below acts.

] confessed to
admitting to the below facts.
Onthe __11  dayof December 2019 at  08:57  (specifical

X was found to have committed the below acts, fesulting from my (described) investigation.

ly include facts constituting cause for arrest.)

On 11/15/19, I was assigned an animal cruelty case
Rd (Poochie Couture) in the City of Boca Raton. I r
by Boca Raton Police Officer Forbes. The following

"On 11/12/2019 at 1855 hours, Officer Forbes fZespon
Raton FL (Poochie Couture), in regard to a female c
about the puppies inside, as she believeds the busin

that\occurred at 883 E Palmetto Park
evieweds/the initial report completed
is a synopsis of the case:

ded to 883 E Palmetto Park Rd, Boca
aller advising she was concerned
ess had been closed since 2000 hours

on 11/10/2019, and has not seen any employees since.

Officer Forbes located the business{and could see that the lights were off inside.

are 2 entrances to this business one being on the

There
south side of the building and one

on the north side. Officer Forbés could see what appeared to be mail belonging to the

business stuck in the handle_of the morth side door,

letter from FedEx, stuck to/ the south side door. Of
barking inside. Officer Forbes contacted the owners
the phone. Marc Rosenbluth answered the phone and a

way to the store.

Officer Forbes contacted Palm Beach County Animal C
circumstances of the investigation. It was advised
case open ingregard to this location, reference the
would be sending an officer to further investigate.

Marc and Natalie arrived on scene and Officer Forbe
Marc stated that there was an employee at the store
come to the store on 11/12/19 at approximately 1130
officers could walk through the store and also chec

as well as a "sorry we missed you"
ficer Forbes could also hear dogs

, Natalie and Marc Rosenbluth over
dvised they were actually on their

ontrol and explained the
that animal control already had a
ir case number of 219014029, but they

s explained the situation to them.

on 11/11/2019 and he and Natalie had
hours. Officer Forbes asked if
k on the puppies, at which Marc

advised they could and opened the door. Officers walked to the back of the store, where
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the puppies are kept, when they are not on display. In this back room, there were
several cages. While looking through each of the cages, Officer Forbes noticed one puppy
that was lying down and was not moving. Due to how excited all of the other puppies
were, it was then clear to Officer Forbes that this puppy was deceased.

Once Officer Forbes pointed this out to Marc, he advised they just got this puppy in,
and did not know if the puppy was going to make it when they purchased the puppy. This
was the only puppy found deceased during Officer Forbes  walk through.Natalie advised
the puppy was a "Morkie" (Maltese/Yorkie), and was approximately 3 months old.

Officer Forbes requested some type of documentation or proof that an employee had been
with the puppies, and they had not been left alone for an unreasonable amount of time.

Natalie stated she could prove that an employee had been at the store on 11/11/2019, as
they "clock in" using the computer inside, and she can sé@e‘their time stamps using an
application on her phone. Natalie advised the employee who was working on 11/11/2019 was
Shane, and showed Officer Forbes the application, where Officer Forbes could see he
clocked in at 1357 hours on 11/11/2019 and clocked out at 2150 hours on the same date.

Officer Forbes spoke with Shane Walsh, who confirmed Marc and Natalie s statement, where
he advised he had been at the store during the)tfime frame listed. He advised when he

was at the store, he ensured all of the puppies were fed, cleaned if needed, and there
was water prior to him leaving for the night. He advised there is always an employee who
checks on the puppies each day, and they never go without care.

Officer Forbes was contacted by Offigcér Kovacs (ID #2134) with Animal Care and Control
(ACC) , who advised he was responding to remove the deceased puppy. Upon Officer Kovacs’
arrival, it was then advised that his supervisors were responding, and they may be
removing all of the puppies/from_the store. Sergeant G. Cueto (ID #2210) with ACC
arrived and explained he would be going through all documentation the business had

regarding the puppies, and he was aware of this business, as there have been other
complaints."

The following arefa synopsis of Officer Kovacs ™ report from 11/12/19:

On 11/12/19 at approximately 2046 hours, Officer Kovacs responded to Poochie Couture Pet
Store (883 E Palmetto Park Rd) in reference to an animal cruelty/abandonment animal
complaint. ‘Officér Kovacs was informed over the phone by Officer Forbes that there was a
deceased puppy found during his initial walk through. Officer Kovacs informed Lt.

McCaffrey-Edler of the incident and it was determined that Officer Kovacs would be
responding to the scene.

Upon arrival, Officer Kovacs made contact with Marc and Natalie Rosenbluth, who he
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observed providing food to all the puppies, and conducting general cleaning of the
cages. Officer Kovacs observed the deceased animal (A1977908) to be a three-month-old
black with tan Maltese/Yorkshire Terrier mix male puppy (photographs secured). The
deceased animal was in a plastic bag, in a freezer located in a back room of the store.
Natalie Rosenbluth provided Officer Kovacs with the deceased animal’ s Official
Certificate of Veterinary Inspection ("OCVI"), dated 11/07/19 (photographs|secured).
Officer Kovacs verified the OCVI belonged to this animal by scanning for,a microchip
(photograph secured).

Natalie Rosenbluth stated the same statements to Officer Kovacs thatiyshe had earlier to
Officer Forbes about the staff coming in to care for the puppies daily and she showed
Officer Kovacs the employee timecards (photographs secured). Officer Kovacs then
inquired about the amount of animals in the store, and Natalie Rosenbluth stated they
have approximately 56 puppies. There were three areas where the puppies were being kept;
an isolation room at the front of the store, a general réom in view of the public, and
a back room by the rear entrance of the store. Officer Kovacs counted five puppies in
the isolation room, twenty-two in the general room, sand thirty in the back room
(photographs secured). The deceased puppy was foundjifiside one of the cages located in
the general room, with two other live puppies with hims Officer Kovacs conducted a
welfare check of the animals (photographs secured) until Sergeant Cueto and Sergeant
Kelso arrived.

The following are a synopsis of Sergeant Cueto, s and Sergeant Kelso s report from
11/12/19:

On 11/12/19 at 2145 hours, Sergeant Cuetd and Sergeant Kelso arrived at 883 E Palmetto
Park Rd (Poochie Couture Pet Store) in)reference to an animal cruelty
investigation/abandonment. Upon their arrival they made contact with Officer Kovacs and
was briefed on what has transpirediso far on scene. Officer Kovacs advised he had taken
custody of the deceased puppy, which was secured in his vehicle. Sergeant Cueto and
Sergeant Kelso went into the store and made contact with the owners of the establishment
Marc and Natalie Rosenbluth. Sergeant Cueto and Sergeant Kelso briefly walked around

the store to see how many puppies were in the store. The count was fifty-seven puppies,
not counting the deceased one that was in Officer Kovacs vehicle. Sergeant Cueto and
Sergeant Kelso made contact with Officer Forbes from the Boca Raton Police Department.
Officer Forbes stated his department received a call that the store was closed, puppies
were barking, and unclear if anyone was taking care of the puppies. Officer Forbes
stated when, the owners arrived, he gained access to the store. Officer Forbes walked
inside the,store and while assessing the store, he noticed a puppy not moving. Upon
closer inspection, the puppy had expired. Officer Forbes did mention that when he gained
access to the store the owners started cleaning and feeding animals quickly. Let it be
known, this establishment has gone through renovations for the last couple of months.
However, it was stated by Marc Rosenbluth on November 7, 2019 that they would have a
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soft opening on November 9, 2019,
progress.

while Sergeant Cueto was on scene checking the store's

The odor of ammonia within the entire store was clearly noticeable and above mild. The
establishment owner stated that they were at the store cleaning earlier in the day at
approximately 10 am and admitted that her cleaning method was primarily triage cleaning
to the cages as needed and to make sure that the animals had proper food and water
before they left. Natalie Rosenbluth added that no dogs are kept in theWcages they
classified as "Display Cages". Natalie Rosenbluth stated that she had been closed for
business, however after Natalie Rosenbluth stepped away, Officer Kovacs, advised Sergeant
Cueto and Sergeant Kelso that Natalie previously told him that the business has been
open since as late as this past weekend.

Sergeant Cueto and Sergeant Kelso proceeded to a small room that was used for isolation.
This room contained five additional puppies that all appeared sickly with nasal

discharge and through the cage a couple of these puppié@s in | this room appeared to be
thin as well.

Officer Kovacs and Sergeant Cueto conducted a thoroughdAnspection of the puppies and
their living conditions. The puppies were in smallcages that were behind the display
cages. Sergeant Cueto started on one side wheresthe puppies were housed, the puppies did
have access to portable water. However, no bedding was provided as well as the puppies
were on a grated floor. This damages or_hurtsitheir appendages especially the smaller
breed puppies. Sergeant Cueto was hands on,with the longhaired puppies to confirm body
weight was ideal satisfactory. Every cage had a catch pan that collects the feces and
urine from puppies. However, most, of the“grates had what appeared to be dried feces
stuck to the grates on the cages’. Dueto the significant amount of puppies in the
establishment, animal husbandry wéuld need to be seriously regimented. It appears the
store has not established clleaningyprotocols as some previous conversations Sergeant
Cueto had with the owners.

Sergeant Cueto noticed awfemale blue French Bulldog that appeared lethargic, dehydrated
and unthrifty. Upon closér inspection, the puppy appeared to score a three on the TACC

scale (one being ideal and five emaciated).

Natalie Rosenbluth stated that the puppy

would eat but was not getting
puppy and another sibling was
twenty-one days ago. Sergeant

better and she would be returning her to the breeder.
the center of another investigation approximately

Cueto issued an order to provide professional medical care
condition Sergeant Cueto saw today (11/12/19).

This

for both pups)due to the same Sergeant
Cueto was,concerned for this puppy due to her appearing unhealthy. Sergeant Cueto and
Sergeant Kelso then went into their isclation room where there were five French Bulldog
pups. Sergeant Cueto assessed these Bulldogs and all appeared to have severe upper
respiratory infection due to the yellow or milky discharge from their noses. In
addition, they had yellow, dry crust around their noses and on their snouts. All five of
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them appeared lethargic, dehydrated and underweight. This room had an air purifier that
was on, however Sergeant Cueto did not know how effective it would be. These puppies
did not have any bedding, lying on grated floors. The catch trays did appear to have
older feces than the ones observed in the other rooms. One other French Bulldog appeared
to score a three on the TACC scale. This puppy appeared disoriented, as well as
lethargic. Upon closer inspection, one of the puppy s snouts was red and inflamed and
was missing fur on his snout. Images and video were taken throughout Sergeant Cueto’s
time on scene of the store and pups. Sergeant Cueto made the owners aware of)the
concerns for the puppies in isolation. Sergeant Cueto inquired on their/OCVI for the
puppies in the isolation room. The puppies all had current/valid Florida OCVI as well as
their out of state OCVI. Sergeant Cueto was unable to locate any|(medical notes
instructing the owners what to do in regard to the sick puppies! Sergeant Cueto also
verified the deceased puppy s documentation, which the pup has been in the store’s
custody at least since October 10, 2019 or possibly earlier due_to the puppy s exam
date. The deceased puppy had two OCVI's that were signed”by Dr. Daniel Sosa D.V.M. of
Boca Palms Animal Hospital located at 950 N Federal Hwy),Boca Raton, FL 33432. This means
that on October 10, 2019 and on November 7, 2019 Drs Sosa,gave the puppy a clean bill

of health. In addition, the deceased puppy s OCVI had two puppies on the form, which is
a violation of Palm Beach County Ordinance. The, other)French Bulldogs that were the
center of Sergeant Cueto’ s concerns had seen Dr. Sosa from October 23, 2019 and October
31, 2019 as per the OCVI's stated. No information was given that these puppies were
unhealthy at the time of the exam or had a condition.

Sergeant Cueto, Sergeant Kelso, and Officer Kovacs believed it was in the best interest
to remove the Bulldogs that were exlHibiting numerous signs of sickness, so the six
Bulldogs were removed from the establdishment. The puppies were placed in Officer Kovacs
vehicle and taken to Animal Confrol to) receive medical attention.

The six Bulldogs and the de¢eased puppy arrived at ACC and they were examined by staff
veterinarian Jane Teichner. Dr. [Teichner observed the following for each dog:

A1977908 (Maltese): Post-mortem ~ 27 hours fair condition for necropsy. Morkie black/tan
male 3 months old, microchipped with TACC 2 body condition score. Rigor mortis with RF

leg extended caudally, bedy and legs fixed. Last noted alive between 11 AM-1 PM on
11/12/2019.

Hemorrhagic bile in stomach. Liquid mucoid feces throughout the GI tract. No normal

ingesta of ‘any, kind in GI tract. Petechiae in greater curvature of stomach and distal
lungs.

Submitted tissue samples of rectum, small intestine, stomach (greater curvature), heart
(ventricle), lung and liver for histopathology. Gross and microscopic findings deemed by
the pathologist to be unremarkable. Lung: moderate, diffuse, chronic-passive pulmonary
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congestion commonly attributed to left heart disease." Malformation of the mitral
valvular complex is a common cause of left heart fajilure in younger dogs...and likely

cause of death."

Internal parasite burden would cause the diarrhea (coccidia found on fecal), electrolyte
imbalances, weight loss and malnutrition.

A1977909 (French Bulldog): PE: Underweight TACC 3/undersized with largé“rounded head,
wide chested and bowlegged (chondrodysplastic). Temp: 99.5 F, HR 130, ,RR 56. Injected
sclera. Wide-set eyes. Mucous nasal discharge. Potbellied. Dirty hair coat. Cracked, dry
paw pads. Unable to eat without hand-feeding. Pronounced open fontanel. Diarrhea.

Fecal: tapeworms, coccidia, giardia.

21977910 (French Bulldog): PE: Quiet, mildly congested. TACC 2, Underweight. T 101.4, HR
120, RR 56. Pale pink mucous membranes. CRT= 2 sec. Serousihnasal discharge. Stained,
crusty tear tracks. Sneezing. Occasional cough. Potbellied. Hair thinning on head and
back of ears. Dry, cracked paw pads. Dirty hair coat! Wide/chested and bowlegged
(chondrodysplastic) . Good appetite. Diarrhea: fecal\tapeworms, coccidia, giardia.

A1977811 (French Bulldog): PE: CIRD. Quiet, inappetant. MM pale pink. CRT> 2 sec. Temp:
99.1, HR 140, RR 36 with increased effort. Given 20 cc SQ lactated ringers with
B-Complex 0.15 cc. Bilateral purulent nasaldischarge. Congested. TACC 2 Underweight.
Potbellied. Dry, cracked paw pads. Dirty haircoat. Bowlegged (chondrodysplastic) and
wide-chested. Diarrhea: fecal tapeworms, ceccidia, giardia. Required 24 hour care at a
private veterinary practice.

Laboratory Results: CBC: Leukocytosis WBC High 24.2 (reference 4.0-15.5) due to

neutrophilia 18392/ul. (reference)2060-10600) and a monocytosis 1452/ulL (reference
0-840) .

Canine Respiratory Disease Profile: Positive for Canine herpesvirus, Mycoplasma cynos
and Bordetella bronchiseptica, although Bordetella was negative on culture. The health

certificate states thatithe puppy had been vaccinated for kennel cough with a modified
live vaccine.

Al19779812 (French,Bulldog): PE: Quiet, mildly congested. TACC 2 Underweight. T 101.1, HR
116, RR 36. Pale pink mucous membranes. CRT= 2 sec. Serous nasal discharge. Sneezing.
Occasional ‘coughd Potbellied abdomen. Dry, cracked paw pads. Dirty haircoat. Bowlegged
(chondrodysplastic) and wide-chested. Good appetite. Diarrhea. Fecal: tapeworms,
coccidia,\giardia.

Al1977913 (French Bulldog): PE: Quiet, mildly congested. TACC 2 Underweight. T 101.3, HR
148, RR 44. Pale pink mm. CRT= 2 sec. Right nasal purulent discharge. Tear staining and
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dirty, crusty facial skin folds. Dry, scaly nose. Sneezing. Occasional cough. Whee:zes.
Underbite. Fecal: tapeworms, coccidia, giardia. Potbellied abdomen. Dry, cracked paw
pads. Dirty haircoat. Bowlegged (chondrodysplastic) and wide-chested. Good appetite.
Diarrhea. Fecal: tapeworms, coccidian, giardia.

A1977914 (French Bulldog): PE: Lethargic, congested. TACC 3 Underweight. HR 140, RR 36
with abdominal effort. Wheezes. Pronounced spine and dorsal ribs. Pale pink mm. CRT> 2
sec. Underbite. Eyes laterally placed- OD strabismus. Dome-shaped crandum with a large
fontanel. Serous nasal discharge. Raspy breathing. Sneezing. Occasional jcough.
Potbellied abdomen. Dry, cracked paw pads. Dirty haircoat. Bowlegged
(chondrodysplastic) . Inappetence except coprophagy observed. Diarrhea. Fecal: tapeworms,
coccidia, giardia. Required 24 hour care at a private veterinary elinic due to
pneumonia and a ventrally displaced trachea (see Radiographs).

Dr. Teichner concluded: (also see full vet report)

Results: All puppies were sick on intake. They presented with respiratory signs,
diarrhea and failure to thrive. Clinical signs included diarrhea, coughing, sneezing,
nasal discharge and increased respiratory effort®due ‘tof congestion. All puppies were
exposed to a myriad of viral, bacterial and parasitic infections at Poochie Couture
Puppy store; also, they were possibly exposediat home and carriers of disease when
transported from other states (Indiana and Missouri). These puppies did not have a
patent immune system; they were too young andistill dependent on maternal antibodies for
protection. The vaccines given prior to departure couldn t guarantee protection. If
stressed from travel and weaning, all puppies are vulnerable to infectious pathogens.
They were not able to fight off disease ™They may have carried contagions from their
respective places of origin. Canine herpesvirus and mycoplasma, tested and confirmed by
PCR, caused the respiratory signst coughing, sneezing, nasal discharge, failure to
thrive, inappetence, gastrointestimal distress. Brachycephalic breeds, like Bulldogs,
with pushed-in noses, are more likely to get a more serious respiratory infection than
dogs with normal muzzles. All puppies required nebulization and supportive care while at
PBC ACC (subcutaneous fluids, antibiotics, probiotics) for upper respiratory

congestion; 2 puppies required intensive care at a private clinic. One puppy progressed
to pneumonia.

Two puppies hadiycongenital malformations. A rounded head, a large fontanel, and
inability to eat without being handfed, to learn basic commands and housetrain is
consistentiwlith congenital hydrocephalus. The Morkie puppy found dead at the site
purportedly died from a congenital heart condition.

All puppies were underweight with protruding dorsal spines, ribs and prominent pelvic
bones, but pot-bellied. Parasite burden also is cause for lethargy, failure to
thrive/weight loss, skin lesions, colitis/diarrhea/distended abdomen, all due to lack of
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veterinary care. They required treatment with praziquantel, ponazuril and metronidazole
for internal parasites.

Cause of Injury: Lack of preventive and ongoing necessary veterinary care and infectious
disease control, including parasite control. Some puppies had congenital malformations.
Close contact of these puppies made it highly probable that they were exposed directly
or by fomites to contagions.

Conclusion: It is within reasonable veterinary purveyance to consider)neglect if a
caretaker does not provide preventive and ongoing necessary veterifnary care and
quarantine for infectious diseases.

Based on my investigation, I have probable cause for the arrest of Marc Rosenbluth and
Natalie Rosenbluth for 7 counts of confinement of animals without' sufficient food,

water, or exercise; abandonment of animals per F.S.S. 828.13. A warrant will be applied
for.
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