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Probable Cause Affidavit
Palm Beach Police Department

Agency ORI# FLO 500600
Defendant: Cheng, Serena S Police Case # 21-555
Race/Sex: A/W DOB: 02/14/1970
Charges: Grand Theft F.S.S. 812.014 (2)(c)(1)

On Wednesday May 5, 2021 at approximately 1740 hours, I was dispatched to a theft in progress
which occurred at 340 Royal Poinciana Way, unit #318 Palm Beach, Florida. I arrived to‘the
scene and met with Lindsay Turkel, W/F DOB: 10/31/1991, a sales associate for the clothing
store “Zimmerman” who advised that at approximately 1730 she noticed defendant Serena S.
Cheng, A/F DOB: 02/14/1970, putting store merchandise in her beach bag.

Upon my arrival, Turkel pointed out the defendant, who had already been stopped by store
security upon her attempted exit outside the store. Turkel stated that she recognized Cheng from
a previous incident on Monday May 3, 2021 which was reported to the Palm Beach Police
Department Case # 21-000555. Turkel advised that Cheng was not'stopped by security on
Monday May 3, 2021 or identified. Once I approached the deféndant on scene, Cheng’s
spontaneous utterance pre- Miranda was “I know I have a problem”in regards to the stolen items
placed her personal bag.

For the previous case that occurred Monday May 3,°2021,ithe merchandise that was taken was a
green floral Zimmermann bikini valued at $210.and a silk high neck mini cream black spot dress
valued at $595.Video surveillance revealed the defendant Cheng removed the merchandise and
placed it into her handbag then exited the store through the south door passing all points of
purchase with no effort to pay for the itéms:

At approximately 1800 hours thedefendant was arrested and then transported to Palm Beach
Police Department for further questioning by Detective Ogrodnick and I in The Criminal
Investigation Unit post-Miranda. Atthat time, defendant Cheng admitted to the theft which
occurred on Monday May 332021 under case # 21-000555. Cheng stated the stolen merchandise
was still in her hotel room ‘and had her friend Donna Thompson W/F DOB: 05/16/1971 drop it
off at the police department. Property was vouchered under evidence.

The store manager,completed an affidavit of prosecution wishing to prosecute. Due to the above
facts, I find that Probable Cause exists to support an arrest and Prosecution of Grand Theft for, in
violation of'F.S'S. 812.014 (2)(c)

The foregoing instrument was sworn to or affirmed State of Florida
Before me this Sth day of May, 2021 County of Palm Beach
By Officer Scotto, ID# 0202

Who is personally known to me

LT, W) %833 R (o2

Signatus of Police Officél (F.S.S.117.10) Signature/Arresting Officer

Date: 05/05/2021
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