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Probable Cause Affidavit

Palm Beach Police Department
Agency ORI# FLO 500600

Defendant: Tammy L. Pickett Police Case #: 20-000355
Race/Sex: W/F : DOB: 05/04/1970

Victim: Louise Stephaich DOB: 01/01/1930
Address: 265 Emerald Lane Palm Beach, FL 33480 Phone:(917) 865-1930

Charges: § F.S.S. 896.101(5)(c) Money Laundering
§ F.S.S. 825.103(1)(3)(a) Exploitation of Elderly Person ($50,000 orimore)
§ F.S.S. 817.568(2)(c) Fraudulent Use of Personal ID Information ($50,000 or
more)

On 07/30/2020 probable cause exists to arrest Tammy Pickétt for Money Laundering,
Exploitation of Elderly Person ($50,000 or more) and Fraudulent'Use of Personal ID information
(850,000 or more). The facts are as follows:

On Tuesday, March 10th, 2020, at 1114 hours, officets responded to 236 Emerald Lane, Palm
Beach, FL, in response to a fraud complaint. Upen arrival, officers met with Stephaich, her two
daughters, and their attorney. Stephaich stated thatibetween January 2015 and November 2019,
Stephaich’s former assistant identified as W/F Tammy L. Pickett (DOB 05/04/1970), illegally
transferred between $150,000.00 - $306,815.00, from Stephaich’s Wells Fargo account to a
separate Wells Fargo account that was fraudulently opened by Pickett to transfer funds from
Stephaich’s bank account and used topay Pickett's personal bills.

Pickett was employed by Stephaich from 2014 to 2019 as a personal secretary, book keeper, and
in charge of reconciling Stephaich’s bills. In order to satisfy the above tasks $75,000 was
deposited into Stephaich”s;Wells Fargo account ending in Il from an external source on a
monthly basis.

Records of Stephaich’s Wells Fargo bank accounts show account NN having been
created on/01/13/2015. Investigation revealed this account was fraudulently created without
Stephaich’s,knowledge or consent. Furthermore, records show on 05/20/2015, Pickett was

The foregoing instrument was sworn to or affirmed State of Florida
before me this 20" day of October 2020 County of Palm Beach
by Det. Peter Santelli ID 9230,

who is personally known to me.
SeT P y Qot

Signature of] Polic icer (F.S.S. §117.10)
ST Y andoll A

Signature/Xrresting Officer

Date: 10/20/2020



fraudulently added to the above account without Stephaich’s knowledge or consent. The
following transactions have been deemed fraudulent:

Twenty six electronic payments from Wells Fargo account ending in Illllto Pickett’s American
Express Card * transactions beginning 01/23/2017 ending 07/29/2019,
totaling $146,619. 96.

Seven electronic payments from Wells Fargo account ending injJjjjjij to Pickett’s Chase credit
card ending injjjjjjjffpeginning 09/28/2017 and ending 04/23/2019, totaling $12,625.69.

Twenty three checks from Wells Fargo account ending in-deposited directly into Rickett’s
chase checking account ending in[jfiibeginning 11/16/2015 and ending 07/31/2019,.totaling
$44,645.

Twenty checks from Wells Fargo account ending in- made out to cash/and endorsed by
Pickett beginning 08/19/2015 and ending 04/15/2019 totaling $8,876.

The total illegally withdrawn funds from Stephaich’s account is $212,766.65. It should be noted
that Pickett was paid by Stephaich via a third party payroll servi€e, which was reflected in
Pickett’s account. Furthermore Pickett was not authorized tossign any checks for legitimate
vendor payments.

Based on the facts above, probable cause exists to chiarge Rickett with F.S.S. 896.101(5)(c)
Money Laundering due to Pickett unlawfully, with financial transactions exceeding $100,000 in
a 12 month period, knowing that the property invelvedvin a financial transaction represents the
proceeds of some form of unlawful activity/Probable cause also exists to charge Pickett with
F.S.S. 825.103(1)(3)(a) Exploitation of Elderly Rerson ($50,000 or more) due to Pickett
knowingly obtaining, and using Stephaich’s.funds with the intent to permanently deprive
Stephaich of the use, benefit, and possession of said funds while having a business relationship
with Stephaich. Furthermore, probable cause exists to charge Pickett with F.S.S. 817.568(2)(c)
Fraudulent Use of Personal ID Information ($50,000 or more) due to Pickett using Stephaich’s
Personal Identification Information to willfully obtain the above mentioned funds without
authorization from Stephaich.
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