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Probable Cause Affidavit

Palm Beach Police Department
Agency ORI# FLO 500600

Defendant: BARBARA MARTINEZ GUERRA Police Case: 18-001111

Race/Sex: H/F D.0.B.: 02/07/1980

Victim: SAKS FIFTH AVE

Charges: One Count: Organized Scheme to Defraud 817.034(4)(a)3
One Count: Grand Theft 812.014 (2)(C)(1)
One Count: Obtaining Goods By Use Of False Credit Card 817.481.(3)(b)
One Count: Unlawful Use of a Two-way Communications Device  934:215
One Count: Primtipatin-firstdegree 555011

On 08/17/ 2018, Palm Beach Police Officers responded to Saks Fifth Ave. reference reports of fraud, located at 172
Worth Avenue. The facts of this investigation are as follows:

On 08/17/2018, at approximately 1600 hours, two female subjects later identified as H/F Lizzette Yaquelin Fernandez
DOB: 04/07/1987 and H/F Barbara Martinez Guerra DOB: 10/05/1996, entered the Saks Fifth Avenue retail store,
located at 172 Worth Avenue. Fernandez was also accompanied by her IIJ I Fernandez was wearing an all-
white outfit with sneakers, carrying a copper colored hand bag and pushing a baby stroller. Guerra was wearing an all-
black outfit with sneakers, carrying a Saks Fifth Avenue bag, and ablackhandbag. Upon entering the retail store, both
subjects approached a sales counter and were greeted by sales associate, W/F Emily Weingarten. Fernandez told
Weingarten that she ordered some shoes over the phone\earlier that day and she was there to pay for them.
Weingarten advised earlier that day, she received aphone call from a female requesting a hold on a particular pair of
Louboutin Shoes, item# 400971951989 525/041; valued at $745.00.

After verifying Fernandez was the person/Who requested shoes, Weingarten walked both subjects to the rear sales
counter where the shoes were being stored Fernandez then advised she would pay for the shoes with a store credit of
$1000.00, and produced a Saks FifthAvenue store card I \Veingarten attempted to complete the
sale of the shoes, but was continuously interrupted by Guerra asking questions about handbags, which Weingarten feit
was a distraction technique. Guerra then produced a white Givenchy handbag from the Saks Fifth Avenue bag she
carried into the store and asked toexchange the bag. Weingarten asked Guerra to wait until she completed the current
transaction. Weingarten completed the sale, transaction# 04155, for the purchase of a pair of Louboutin Shoes, itemi#
400971951989 525/041, and totaling $797.15.

Shortly after completing the sale, Guerra told Weingarten she changed her mind about exchanging the handbag and
requested to order another handbag for pickup. Due to the continued distraction by Guerra, Weingarten stated the
subjects began to resemble two unidentified female suspects from a check fraud bulletin and contacted Saks Fifth
Avenue Asset Protection for assistance. Asset Protection Supervisor, Fabian Coy responded to the sales counter and
contacted the Palm Beach Police Department.

The foregoing instrument was sworn to or affirmed State of Florida
Before me this 17th day of August, 2018 County of Palm Beach
By, Det. J. Hanning #9120,

Who is personally known to me

ox W\ BBF

Signature df Police og‘ncer (F.S.S.117.10)
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Probable‘Cause Affidavit

Palm Beach Police Department
Agency ORI# FLO 500600

Upon my arrival, | interviewed Fabian Coy and confirmed, Saks Fifth Avenue store card# I w2
issued on 08/13/2018, at the Miami Dade Saks Store #00701985. According to Saks Fifth Avenue transaction# 19850,
two handbags valued at $980.12 were credited to a Saks Fifth Avenue store card# I . A previous
transaction# 94057 receipt from Brickell Saks Store #00189405 confirmed the purchase of these handbags, in addition
to (5) other items totaling $6185.67. Transaction# 94057 also confirmed that all items were payed for utilizing a
certified check #44911, Account NN A ccording to Asset Protection Supervisor, Fabian Coy,
this check was reported as fraudulent by Saks Fifth Avenue. Asset Protection Supervisor, Fabian Coy provided images
of seven checks reported to be fraudulent under this case for reference in the investigation.

On 08/17/2018, at approximately 1730 hours, contact was established with W/M Russell Aaron DOB: 04/04/1966,
owner of all checks issued under SunTrust Account # IIIEEEEE. According to swornstatements provided by Aaron,
at no point did he authorize Fernandez or Guerra to use or possess his personal identification information, or his
SunTrust Account # INIEEE . Information obtained from Asset Protection Supervisor, Fabian Coy, confirmed seven
checks issued under Aaron’s SunTrust Account # I were utilized"at'several Saks Fifth Avenue locations
throughout south florida, totaling a loss of $ 33,483.51.

On 08/17/2018, both subjects were taken into custody and searched incident'to arrest. While searching Fernandez’s
coppered color handbag, the following Saks Fifth Avenue Transaction receipts were located:

(1) Transaction Receipt #94057 (Fraudulent Check Deposit): $6185.67
(2) Transaction Receipt #19850 (Purchase of Hand'Bags): $980.12
(3) Transaction Receipt #04155 (Purchase of Shoes): $797.15

Guerra's black handbag was also searched and foundto contain the following Saks Fifth Avenue Transaction receipts:

(1) Transaction Receipt #36917 (Fraudulent.Check Deposit): $609.87
(2) Transaction Receipt #89874(Fraudulent Check Deposit): $1819.00
(3) Transaction Receipt #95285 (Fraudulent Check Deposit): $5201.27

On 08/17/2018, | conducted an audio-recorded interview of Fernanadez. Prior to interviewing Fernandez, | advised her
of her Miranda Rights from a pré-printed card. During a post Miranda statement, Fernandez advised she contacted the
Palm Beach Saks Fifth'Avenue with her personal cellular phone and ordered the Louboutin Shoes. Fernandez further
stated she had the shoes placed on hold because they were rare and hard to find. | then asked Fernandez where she
obtained the Saks Fifth Avenue store card to purchase the shoes. Fernandez refused to asnswer any further questions
and invoked her rights to remain silent.

On 08/17/2018,1 attempted an audio-recorded interview of Guerra, who immediately easked for her attorney.

The foregoing instrument was sworn to or affirmed State of Florida
Before me this 17th day of August, 2018 County of Palm Beach
By, Det. J. Hanning #9120,

Who is personally known to me

S Ly B8R D

Signaturdof Police Officer (F.S.S.117.10)
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Probable Cause Affidavit

Palm Beach Police Department
Agency ORI¥ FLO 500600

Based on the above facts, this affiant believes probable cause exists to charge H/F BARBARA MARTINEZ GUERRA
D.0.B.: 02/07/1980, with one count of Organized Scheme to Defraud, pursuant to F.S.S. 817.034(4)(a)3, because
(GUERRA) did engage in a scheme to defraud constituting a systematic, ongoing course of conduct with intent to
defraud one or more persons, or with intent to obtain property from one or more persons by false or fraudulent
pretenses, representations, or promises or willful misrepresentations of a future act and did obtain property valued
under $20,000 from one or more of such persons; one count of Grand Theft, pursuant to F.5.S. 817.034(4)(a)2, because
(GUERRA) did knowingly obtain or use, or endeavor to obtain or use Saks Store Cards of a value of $300.00 or more,
which was the property of (SAKS FIFTH AVE), or any other person not the defendant(s), with the intent to permanently
or temporarily deprive (SAKS FIFTH AVE) or any other person not the defendant(s) of the property or benefit there
from or to appropriate the property to the use of (GUERRA); one count of Obtaining Goods,by use of False Card,
pursuant to F.S.S. 817.481 (3)(b), because (GUERRA) did knowingly purchase or attempt to purchase any goods,
property or service, by the use of any false, fictitious, or counterfeit, credit number, ofother credit device, or by the
use of any credit card, credit number, or other credit device of another without the authofity of the person to whom
such card, number or device was issued, or by the use of any credit card, credit number;0r other credit device in any
case where such card, number or device has been revoked and notice of revocation has been given to the person to
whom issued,and the value of the property, goods or services obtained or which were sought to be obtained was $300
or more; one count of Unlawful Use of a Two-way Communications Device,’pursuant to F.S.S 934.215, because
(GUERRA) did use a two-way communications device, including; but not limited to, a portable two-way wireless
communications device, to facilitate or further the commission’of (Organized Scheme to Defraud), a felony offense,
contrary to Florida Statute 934.215; and one count of Principal infirst degree, pursuant to F.S.S. 777.011.

The foregoing instrument was sworn to or affirmed State of Florida
Before me this 17th day of August, 2018 County of Palm Beach
By, Det. J. Hanning #9120,

Who is personally known to me
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Signature/of Police Officer (F.S.S.117.10) Signature/Arresting O

[

[
ANNoL

AUG 1 8 20%8



Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office — Arrests Only

Florida Rules of Judicial Administration 2.420 (Rule of 23)

Other

119.0714(1)(h

X Florida State Statute Description Page Number(s)
O 119.071(2)(d) Surveillance techniques, procedures and personnel; inventory of law enforcement resources, policies or plans
' pertaining to mobilization deployment or tactical operations.
§ [} 943.053, 943.0525 NCIC/FCIC/FBI and in-state FOLE/DOC.
-1
o
5 m} 119.071(4)(c) Undercover personnel.
X
w
§ a 119.071(2)(f) Confidential informants (Cls).
O 119.071(2)(e) Confession.
2 0 985.04(1) Juvenile offender records.
o
‘é- ] 119.071(h)(i) Assets of a crime victim.
3
> 395.3025(7)(a), e .
F [m} 456.057(7)(a) Medical information.
3
g 394.4615(7) Mental health information.
]
S " N . "
a ) 119.071(4)d}2)(a) Home address, \‘:elephone, Social Security number, date of birth, or photos of active/former LE personnel,
spouses, and children.
x® (i) 119.0714(1){i)-G). Social Security, bank account, charge, debit, and credit card numbers. 2
(2)(a)-(e)
m) {viii) 394.4615(7) Clinical records under the Baker Act.
m} {xii) 741.30(3)(b} The victim’s address in a domestic violence action on petitioner’s request.
[m} (xiii) 119.071(2)(h), Protected information regarding victims of child abuse orsexual offenses.

Other:

Other:
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