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PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL
PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT

Charge Type [ 3] 1. Arrest 3. Request for Warrant _

2. NTA. 4. Request for Capias

Agency Report A16-11304
Charge Type [ X ] Felony [X ] Misdemeanor [ ] Ordinance

[ 1 Traffic Felony [] Traffic Misdemeanor [] Other

Special Notes:

Defendant: Eliot Echevarria
Local Address: 420 Kirk Road
Local City: Lake Worth 33461
Local Phone: 561-674-6394
Business Address:N/A
Business Phone:N/A

Alias: Eliot Echevarria-Arroyo

Charge(s)

1.

SRS NRIN

828.12.2 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS forAlD”1840561 Female Siberian Husky
828.12 2 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS for AID, 1840582 Male Siberian Husky
828.12 2 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS for AID 1840585 Female Calico Kitten
828.13 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS “for AID 1840561 Female Siberian Husky
828.13 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS for AID 1840582 Male Siberian Husky
828.13 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS for AID 1840585 Female Calico Kitten

Victim: STATE OF FLORIDA

Local Address: N/A

Local City: N/A

Local Phone: N/A

Business Address: same as above

Business Phone: N/A  Address Source: VICTIM

Thewndersigned certifies and swears that he/she has just and reasonable
grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named Defendant
committed the following violation of law.

The person taken into custody

[ ] committed the below acts in my presence.
[ ] confessed to admitting to the above acts.
[ ] was observed by who told that

he/she saw the arrested person commit the below acts.

[X] was found to have committed the below acts, resuiting from my

(described) investigation.

Race H Sex M DOB 9/30/1966




On August 28, 2016 Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control (ACC) was contacted
by the Palm Springs Police Department regarding a possible animal cruelty complaint of
a deceased dog at 420 Kirk Road. L.ake Worth. FL 33461.

At 1:44pm Animal Control Officer (ACO) G. Cueto #2125 responded to the complaint.
ACO Cueto made contact with the defendant Eliot Echevarria (Arroyo) who immediately
stated he had called 911 numerous times and wanted the police on scene. Eliot
Echevarria appeared agitated and possibly intoxicated to ACO Cueto while on scene and
was stating he wanted to “file charges™. Eliot Echevarria went on to state that his wife
and stepdaughter had left on August 25™ for Orlando as his stepdaughter was getting
married. He went on to state that his stepdaughter Dahlian Hernandez was the”owner of
all the animals. ACO Cueto questioned Eliot Echevarria if he had anyone chegking on
the animals while his wife and stepdaughter were away and he stated ~I deavéjat five in
the morning and [ don’t come back until seven at night™. All throughoutithe time ACO
Cueto was on scene Eliot Echevarria kept velling ~I want charges filed this is not fair to
the animals™.

ACO Cueto was then led through the house by Eliot Echevarria. They came to a room

that was said to belong to the stepdaughter. ACO Cueté observéd some feces on the floor

and a small traveling animal crate in the room. ACQ Cugto.observed what appeared to
be a deceased tortoiseshell kitten inside of the travel crate.” There were ants and roaches
feeding on the kitten’s body. A small bowl of what'was possibly food was also observed.

ACO Cueto was led to the next room inghe house where the animals were located. Eliot
Echevarria prior to opening the room.door stated “there is a dead one inside and one
alive™. Once the door was opened ACQ.Cueto observed a Siberian Husky inside. Inside
of the room ACO Cueto immediately'smelled an odor of feces. He was greeted by a
female Siberian Husky that appeated somewhat alert. friendly and underweight. ACO
Cueto scored the female Husky asa'5 on the Tufts Animal Care and Conditioning Scale
(TACC) with 1 being idealand S emaciated. The female Husky was wobbly and
appeared dizzy. ACO Cueto then observed a deceased Siberian Husky on the floor in the
room. The conditions imthe room were squalid due to the significant amount of
excrement on the floor and bed. ACO Cueto observed broken glass on the tloor as well
as four plastiesbowls that were empty and overturned. There was some dry food on the
floor. ACQ Cueto telt the dogs were forced to live in the unsanitary conditions due to his
observations;) ACO Cueto lifted up the mattress on the bed trame and observed an
infestation,of cockroaches. ACO Cueto questioned Eliot Echevarria as to when the last
titieshe had observed the deceased Husky alive and Echevarria replied “vesterday when |
turned on the air conditioning she was just laying down™.

ACO Cueto also observed two Chihuahuas inside the house that were not contined to
rooms. a tricolored female Chihuahua and a white and beige female Chihuahua. Both
Chihuahuas appeared alert and in good health at that time.

ACO Cueto entered the backyard of the residence with Eliot Echevarria and observed
four more dogs loose in the yard. The first was a reddish female Pit Bull mix that




appeared in good health. The second was a female white and black spotted Pointer mix
that appeared in good health. The third was a black and white Boxer mix that appeared in
good health and the fourth dog was a female brown Chihuahua mix that appeared in good
health. All four of the dogs scored a 1 on the TACC scale to ACO Cueto. In the
backyard ACO Cueto did not observe appropriate shelter for the dogs and also observed
some green colored water for the dogs that had mosquito larvae. There were also two
[guanas in a makeshift wooden cage in the yard that did not have water.

ACO Cueto then contacted Palm Springs Police Department to have an officer comé and
assist with possible removal of the animals. ACO Cueto also contacted his supervisor 1.t.
Fox and advised her of the situation. It was determined that he would contact’Sgt. Coutts
the on call cruelty person for that day. Palm Springs Police Officer Robert Hite#153
arrived and observed the conditions with ACO Cueto and questioned Eliot Echevarria.
Officer Hite asked Eliot Echevarria how much he had to drink that day and Ec¢hevarria
replied “a thousand™. A second Palm Springs Police Officer Ortega arrived on scene that
spoke Spanish and was questioning Echevarria throughout the time‘he was on scene.
ACO Cueto also had ACO T. Quinones #2122 come to the se€neyto transport the female
Husky back to ACC for immediate medical assessment.

At 3:19pm Sgt. Coutts arrived on scene. Sgt. Coutts was,brieted by ACO Cueto via
phone prior to her arrival. Sgt. Coutts met with Eliot Echevarria and observed that he
smelled of alcohol and appeared intoxicated. Sgt, Goutts entered the home with the police
officers and ACO Cueto and took photographs, for documentation. Sgt. Coutts noted that
the two Chihuahuas inside of the home appearedwwell cared for and were clean and did
not have fleas. Sgt. Coutts observed that thege was food and water for the two small dogs
as well.

In the first room Sgt. Coutts obsefvedrthe small plastic crate with the deceased kitten
inside. The kitten appeared too yodng to eat on its own and there were no nursing bottles
or supplies observed for the kitten in the room. Sgt. Coutts observed that the kitten
appeared emaciated and was about 4 weeks old. The room also had a terrible odor to Sgt.
Coutts.

The next room, was where the deceased Husky was found as well as the live female
Husky. Fhe female Husky had been removed by ACO Quinones prior to Sgt. Coutts
arrival{ Sgt. Coutts observed the room to be covered with piles of feces and urine. There
was alotof«0ld dried up feces as well as fresh feces. The odor was overwhelming to Sgt.
Coutts.and she believed the amount of feces and debris in the room could have been for
at least a week or two. The floor was covered in broken glass. debris. garbage and was
slick from excrement. In the center of the floor Sgt. Coutts observed the deceased Husky.
The bedroom was filled with roaches and flies. The dog appeared bloated and when Sgt.
Coutts rolled the dog over his fur came oftf in her hand. There was nothing in the room
that was obvious to Sgt. Coutts that would have killed the dog like pointed objects or
poison. Sgt. Coutts did not observe any water in the room but did notice that there were
several empty buckets and bowls scattered around the tloor. Sgt. Coutts observed that
dry food was poured on to the tloor. Sgt. Coutts questioned Eliot Echevarria if the dogs




had fresh air since Thursday and Echevarria stated that he turned on the window air
conditioner on Saturday and that both dogs were alive at that time.

Sgt. Coutts then entered the backyard and observed that the patio was filled with debris
and smelled of dog feces. There were piles of teces all over the yard. Sgt. Coutts
observed the four loose dogs in the yard and that there were no dog houses for shelter.
The dogs appeared of a healthy weight to Sgt. Coutts but one appeared to possibly have a
skin infection. The dogs had green water available to them. There was dry dog food
observed that was scattered on the patio floor. Sgt. Coutts observed two Iguanas infa
wood cage with no vegetation to eat and no water. There was some dry dog foodsthat
was scattered on the bottom of the cage.

Sgt. Coutts spoke with her supervisor Lt. Fox and it was determined that'all the animals
would be removed from the property since there was no way to get intouch with the
alleged owner that was stated to be Eliot Echevarria’s stepdaughter. All the animals were
removed from the property except one Iguana that had escaped. Theliving animals were
taken to ACC for immediate medical assessment and the degéaSed animals were to be
held for necropsies.

In Palm Springs Police Officer Ortega’s report from August28. 2016 he questioned Eliot
Echevarria in Spanish about the animals. Officer’Ortéga was told by Eliot Echevarria
that he was supposed to be taking care of the anmmals belonging to his wife and
stepdaughter while they were away but that he,hadwmot been feeding them. Eliot
Echevarria also told Officer Ortega that some ofithe animals were locked inside of a
room without air conditioning. Eliot.Echevairia stated that he came home from work on
August 27" and turned on the air conditioning.

Officer Ortega observed the hous€ tosbe filthy and unsanitary with food and animal feces
all over the tile floor throughout the home. Officer Ortega also observed cockroaches
crawling on the interior walls of the home.

Officer Ortega observedithe deceased Husky and observed that rigor mortis has set in and
that the body was beginning to decompose. Officer Ortega asked Eliot Echevarria when
the last timg'he had observed the deceased Husky alive. Eliot Echevarria stated that he
saw the Husky on August 27" at 7pm and that he opened the door to the room and
observed thatthe Husky was not feeling well but failed to render aid to the Husky. Eliot
Echevarnia.stated that he had not opened the door to check on the dog until today when
hesmelled a strong odor coming from the room.

Once all the animals were transported back to ACC staff veterinarian Dr. Kristen Coates
examined them. The four dogs from the backyard were found in good condition as well
as the two Chihuahuas that were inside the home and appeared clean. The Iguana was
found to be healthy.




Dr. Coates examined the female Husky (AID 1840561) and concluded:

“This dog was emaciated. was severely dehydrated infested with external parasites and
uppeared to come from an unsanitary environment. She had au complete lack of body fut
and muscle mass which was evident by the protrusion of her ribs. spine. and hip bones.
Energy requirements are initially met by the breakdovwn of fat but once the fut is gone the
body breaks down protein thus resulting in lack of muscle mass. In times of siress or
illness the body can have greater energy requirements.

A pet can go without food longer than they can without water. Water is needed tosprovide
moisture on the tongue which is used to dissipate heat. Water is also needed for the body
to function. The cells that make up the individual organs need water and baldaneed
electrolytes. When water is lost or not obtained electrolvies such as soditim audehloride
move out of the cells causing an imbalance. When these imbalances aiesevere. brain
dysfunction is eventually seen. The ataxia, the unequal pupil sizesfand the eventual
seizures were all signs of brain dysfunction seen with this dog. Additional stress was
placed on this pet with the lack of sanitary conditions she waSkept in and the flea
infestation she had.

Basic requirements such us food and water vwere not metifoifthis pet. As a result she
suffered from neglect in her home. Once she camé 1o ACC treatment was siarted but
unfortunately she started with uncontrollable seizurfes and was humanely euthanized 10
end her suffering.

Dr. Coates did a necropsy on the male.deceased Husky (AID 1840582) and concluded:

“Since both dogs were kept in the same environment, this dog also suffered from lack of
water leading (o his death. Picaaefers to indiscriminate ingestion of non-food items. In
this case the dog ingestedgvhat appeared 1o be a plastic ball. Pica is a common finding in
animals suffering from stayation. The poor body condition of both dogs supported a
chronic lack of appropriate nutrition. Although there was food found in the stomach,
death occurred soon dftex.ingestion or the foreign material prevented passing of this food
as the rest of the intestines were empty. There was evidence on the stomach lining that
irritation wasoccurring from the foreign material. It is probable this pet was suffering
Jrom gasteeintestinal upset prior to death. There vwas more hemorrhage within the chest
cavity than is\stypically seen post mortem. This can be seen in pets dyving firom
hyperihermia.

Based on the evidence at the scene, the external and internal examination of this pet. this
pet died from lack of water and the high ambient temperature. The lack of nutrition
contributed 1o his death.

Dr. Coates did a necropsy on the kitten found deceased (AID 1840585) and concluded:

“This kitten was emaciated. There was a complete lack of body fat and muscle mass
which was evident by the protrusion of the ribs, spine and hip bones. In siarvation cases.
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energy requirements can initially be met by the breakdovwn of fat but once the fut is gone
the body breaks down protein thus resulting in lack of muscle mass. A young kitten does
not have the fat reserves like an adult so they can't survive long without food. They also
need 1o be feed more frequent meals because they are sensitive 1o low blood glucose
levels. When glucose levels drop neurologic signs such as mental dullness. ataxia and
eventually seizures can occur. There was also no evidence of water in the crate where
the kitten was found so this kitten probably suffered from dehydration as well

This was a clear case of neglect. An animal this young can't survive very long withdut
food and water which there was no evidence of in the intestinal Iract of the pei owin'the
environment that the kitten was found in. ™

On August 31. 2016 Sgt. Moulton #2112 and I responded to 420 Kirk Rdad. Lake Worth
to make contact with Eliot Echevarria to try to obtain an owner surrender for the animals
seized from the home on August 28".

Sgt. Moulton and I met with Eliot Echevarria who immediatelystated that he did not
speak English. A man named Arturo Cruz then came from the back of the property and
said he would translate. I asked Eliot Echevarria who ghe @wnef of all the animals that
were seized from the property was. Eliot Echevarria stated that he was the owner of all
the animals and asked if he could have the two Chihuahuas back. I advised Eliot
Echevarria that due to the conditions inside of the home as well as there being deceased
animals that he could surrender the animals t6,ACE or that [ would have to go for
custody of the animals through the court/System® Eliot Echevarria decided to surrender
all of the animals. I asked him how leng hethad owned or been the caretaker of the
animals and he stated about six mofiths.. I questioned him as to what had happened to the
small kitten that was found deceased‘and he stated he had found it in his yard and that it
was eating. Eliot Echevarria proyided me with his Florida driver’s license and signed the
surrender paperwork and was provided a copy.

Eliot Echevarria was the caréfaker of all the animals on August 28" when Palm Beach
County Animal Care andwControl was called out to his home. Of the ten animals seized
by Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control. three of the animals from the inside of
his home wetre found in deplorable conditions and only one was still alive. The female
Husky was,found, staggering and dizzy due to lack ot water. The two Huskies had not
only been starved but severely dehydrated to the point that it contributed to their deaths.
The room,the Huskies were kept in had no ventilation and the two dogs suffered from
h€arexhaustion. The tiny kitten was also starved and found dead in a crate in a filthy
room, Based on the above facts probable cause exists to charge Eliot Echevarria with
three counts of animal cruelty. F.S.S. 828.12.2 and three counts of animal cruelty.
F.S.S.828.13.




State of Florida

County of Palm Beach

The foregoing instrument was SWORN TO OR AFFIRMED AND SUBSCRIBED
BEFORE ME this }2/{p /2016

by Sgt Jennifer Batchelor who is personally known to me.

Q)\)OV‘/\O\(_/O Q/’(,{/Q/\, Notary Public/Clerk of

rt/Officer (F.S.S. 417 A0)
(Aene? ,ZWM #Hlo .
igy esfing/Investigating Officer A5 \(YLEANA | ARIAS
~Sgt. J Batchelor 2110 .l i*1\MY/COMMISSION #FF071963

57 | EXPIRES November 20. 2017
(407) 3080153 FloridaNotaryService.com




