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City of West Palm Beach

Police Department
PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT

OBTS # FL0500800 CASE #2019-13675
DEFENDANT: Michael Andrew Early Race: W Sex: M DOB: 05/20/1981
VICTIM: Society
Local Address: 8201 Fresh Creek, West Palm Beach, Florida
Phone: 952-361-2479

| am part of a National Task Force known as the South Florida Internet Crimes against
Children (ICAC). This task force investigates internet crimes against children, child exploitation,
and related cases.

Between the dates of May 2019 to June 2019, FBI Special Agent Sharp, located an
Internet Protocol (IP) address 66.229.164.44 Port 24088 in a databasemaintainéd by law
enforcement, and utilized by federal and state law enforcement agencies in/child exploitation
investigations nationwide. This database maintains a log of IP addresses that have been
previously involved in the possession and distribution of videos/images involving the sexual
conduct of a child.

At that time, | reviewed a number of files from approximately 285 videos Special Agent
Sharp downloaded directly from the user at the abovedP address. Many of these files depicted
child pornography as defined by Florida Statute.

A search of a publicly available opline database indicated that the target IP address was
registered to Comcast Internet Services, @n=August 14, 2019, | sent a subpoena issued to
Comcast Internet Services for the identity'of the subscriber assigned to IP address 66.229.164.44
Port 24088 on the date the filesswere indicated as being in the defendant’s possession and
available for sharing to other{users:

On August 15, 2019, Comcast revealed that on the dates the child pornography was
available for sharing, thedP address was assigned to the following Comcast customer, Diane Early
at 8201 Fresh Creek, West Palm Beach, Florida.

| located Diane Early in the Driver and Vehicle Information Database reported to reside at
8201 Fresh'Creek, West Palm Beach, FL.

@n April 22, 2019, Honorable Judge Daliah Weiss granted a residential Search Warrant for
address 8201 Fresh Creek. West Palm Beach, FL.

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED before me .
' =<
NATURE UFARRESTING OFC
PBSO Detéctive Malory Wildove Detective C. Cognetti #1821
September 27, 2019 September 27, 2019



T City of West Palm Beach

Nk Police Department
g PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT
OBTS # FL0500800 CASE #2019-13675
DEFENDANT: Michael Andrew Early Race: W Sex: M DOB: 05/20/1981

VICTIM: Society
Local Address: 8201 Fresh Creek, West Palm Beach, Florida
Phone: 952-361-2479

On August 28, 2019, the search warrant was executed and contact was made With
Michael Early. Post Miranda Michael admitted to using file sharing program(s), but could not
remember which one he used. Michael stated he received a letter from oneofthe companies
stating “don’t download our stuff.” Michael stated he used the file sharing network(s) on his
laptop, which is now broken. This laptop was currently located in Michael’s bedroom closet.
Michael also uses a Samsung cellphone and the Dell PC located in the livingroom.

A forensic examination on the electronic devices revealed the file names that Special
Agent Sharp were directly downloaded from the user and#iewed Were located on the Dell PC to
include, uTorrent, Frostwire and search terms indicative to ehild’pornography. Child pornography
videos and images were located on the Dell PC. Child erotica “Russianbare” was located on
Michaels cellular telephone, to include the search of “Frostwire new PTHC” (PTHC stands for
Preteen hardcore) and researching criminal case law where defendants were charged with child
pornography. It should be noted that child€retica “Russianbare” was also located on the Dell PC
and HP laptop. Forensic review of the HP'laptoplocated in Michaels closet revealed Michael did
have access to this laptop between thewearstof 2015 and 2016 and hundreds of images/videos
of child pornography that were agCessed in 2016.

When | spoke to other family members in the home, Michael’s brother, Sebastian stated
“It’s not me. | have an idea, but'why do | have to say it? Can’t you figure it out if that’s what is
going on? No, | am not'gding to say.” When | spoke to Michael’s mother, Diane, she stated “it
must be Michael.” Homeland Security verified that Diane Early, Douglas Early and Sebastian Early
were out of the'eountry between May 2019 to June 2019, which was during the time that the
child pornography was downloaded and viewed.

Michael Early did possess 11 images and videos containing the sexual conduct of a child
violating"FSS 827.071(5) and one video depicted child bestiality. (This number of files is not a
final caleulation and may increase upon completion of digital forensic analysis of the devices
found in the home.)
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